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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT OP SUDAN TO VISIT FRANCE MAT 16-18 

1 . GOP HAS ANNOUNCED THAT PRESIDENT NIMEIRY OP SUDAN WITT. 

MAKE OFPICIAL VISIT TO PRANCE MAY 16-18. HE WILL SPEND 
THREE HOURS IN BILATERAL MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT GISCARD 
D'ESTAING. 

2. POREIGN MINISTRY MIDDLE EAST EXPERTS TELL US THAT 
SUDAN IS CONSIDERED ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT TO STABILITY 
OP EGYPT, RED SEA AND THE HORN. PRENCH GOVERN- 
MENT HAS THEREPORE DECIDED TO MAKE A SPECIAL EPPORT TO 
DEVELOP MAJOR ECONOMIC BILATERAL COOPERATION PROGRAM. 

GOP ALSO HOPES TO QUESTION NIMEIRY CLOSELY ON QUESTION 
OP RED SEA SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS WHICH MAY HAVE BEEN 
WORKED OUT AMONG SUDAN, SAUDI ARABIA AND YEMEN. GOF HAS 
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UNCONPIRMED INPORMATION THAT DECISION MAY HAVE BEEN 
TAKEN TO DEVELOP MAJOR NAVAL PACILITY AT PORT SUDAN TO 
ASSURE APPROPRIATE SECURITY AGAINST HOSTILE ELEMENTS IN 
THE AREA. 

GAMMON 
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